IgM class antibodies to intercellular substance in massive cutaneous hyalinosis: occurrence and relation to antigluten and antihyalin antibodies.
High levels of circulating IgM class antibodies to intercellular substance were found in massive cutaneous hyalinosis, a systemic kappa light chain disease characterized by hyalin deposits in skin and gut. A strong humoral immune response to the accumulating mannose-rich hyalin glycoprotein and to wheat gluten was also demonstrated. Both gluten and the hyalin protein, when added to serum, abolished the immunofluorescence staining of the intercellular cement, suggesting that there may exist common antigenic sites in the hyalin protein, gluten, and intercellular substance.